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NO 
CHILDHOOD 
LASTS
But every child deserves a good one. 



To all of you who made generous gifts from the heart, 
took a tour, spent time volunteering, shared our story, 
encouraged friends and family to donate, attended our 
Kentucky Derby Day gala, or pitched in with needed 
supplies – thank you.

Whatever you did, each child who attended Storybook 
Farm feels less scared and alone, and feels more alive, 
loved, and hopeful because of you.

But we can do even more. This year, we plan to plant 
the seeds of love and hope into the hearts and minds of 
more than 3,000 children, invite more school systems to 
participate in our field trips, and complete the one-mile 
Winne the Pooh StoryWalk trail where imagination meets 
literature. 

Most of all, we plan to reduce the number of children on 
our waitlist from 48 children to zero.

You’re very important to our most important people – the 
children we serve. It because of people like you that the 
magic of all the life-changing experiences at Storybook 
Farm is taking place. And the children thank you for that!

After all, a child has only one chance at innocence. One 
chance to be young and silly. One chance at a safe, loving, 
and carefree childhood. Read on to learn more about the 
impact your support is making.

With gratitude,

Dena H. Little 
Founder and President

Hebrews 13:6 “And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with 
such sacrifices God is pleased.”
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From little seeds 
grow mighty trees.



Our Programs

They’re a special breed.

With tails wagging, our pups make a huge difference in 
kid’s physical independence and emotional well-being. 
They build self-esteem and responsibility, encourage 
social skills, and help manage emotions. 

Can you dig it? Our little sprouts do!

Kids harvest a bunch more than just food and flowers. 
They discover science and math while being immersed 
in a sensory cornucopia of fragrant rosemary, colorful 
tomatoes, and sun-soaked strawberries.

Hoofin’ it to happiness.  

Horses empower. They instill that feeling that anything 
is possible. They teach a child to trust and believe by 
removing limitations and leveling the playing field. 
The happier and more confident a child is, the more 
able they are to deal with life’s challenges.

Storybook Tails

The Secret Garden

Hope on Horseback
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We’re better together. 

It’s all about teamwork. Patience. Communication. 
Respect. Compromise. Easier said than done if your 
teammate is a 1000-pound horse. In learning how 
to care for horses, a child builds a vocabulary in the 
common language of kindness and understanding.

Small in stature. Large in learning. 

Storybook’s miniature horses and donkeys help 
children stretch their comfort zone and enhance 
critical developmental milestones. This pint-size fun 
removes the intimidation factor of large animals and 
accelerates learning. 

It’s a natural fit. 

There is something incredibly powerful that nature 
and nature only is capable of doing to a kid’s mind 
and body. It decreases stress. It builds mindfulness and 
character and teaches responsibility. Its loose parts 
of sticks and stones develop inquisitive minds and 
authentic learning. 

We don’t just tell kids about the world. We show them.

Horse Sense

Short Stories

Discovery Trail

Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”



Storybook has always been defined by its community of donors who are the force for good our 
kids so desperately need. None of this would be possible without you! 

People, Purpose, Progress 

(20% more than 2021) had access 
to opportunities that foster 
education, friendship, and healing.

Last year, your generosity reduced 
the number of kids on our waitlist 
from 250 to 48.

3,000 children Waitlist reduced!

Our participants at a glance:

40%

30%

12%

17%

classify as low 
socioeconomic status

experience 
emotional/mental 
health conditions

are diagnosed with 
developmental delays

are diagnosed with
chronic health 

conditions
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Your impact in 2022

spent 17,350 hours learning to effect 
change in their community.

were spent in nature on the Discovery 
Trail as kids recentered their minds and 
bodies, away from electronics and other 
distractions.

1,000+ college students 

420 hours

were gifted to children from 
low-income households

was spent by families to 
participate in our programming

1,200+ books

$0

is the only 
program of 

its type within 
500 miles 

of Opelika, 
Alabama.
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Storybook Farm provides college students with opportunities to explore service and civic 
engagement in greater depth and learn to use service as a guiding lens for their academic work 
and beyond. 

Volunteers leave Storybook more service-minded 
than when they arrived.

Small acts make a BIG difference

“Storybook has changed my life! I have not only learned 
how to help a child, but I have learned things about 
myself that I did not know. From my time with the kids, 
I’ve learned the importance of patience, teamwork, and 
persistence. I learned new ways to communicate. 

I learned not to underestimate ability based on physical 
or cognitive differences. I learned to be creative and 
innovative on the spot. I learned that animals have 
the power to transform fear into self-confidence and 
empowerment!  Storybook is truly a special place, and I 
will forever cherish every second I have spent there.”

- Gracie Everett, Auburn University student volunteer
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Donor Corner
The Barnes Family has made our mission their mission. Read their story and think of the 
impact your family can have if you become more intentional about helping children in 
need in your community.

You make a life by what you give. 

“Storybook is truly a unique experience and our initial attraction to the Storybook “story” 
was immediate and impactful.  Nicki and I became so emotionally attached to the program 
after hearing the testimonials of Storybook parents that we felt compelled to act.

Monetarily, we know our cash donations are going to good use and are helping families and 
children in need.  We have also sought out volunteer opportunities to get our entire family 
involved and give back in more ways than just our financial support.  We could not be 
happier to be part of the Storybook family and look forward to many more years of service.” 

- Andy, Nicki, Julia, Tessa, Mia, and Owen Barnes
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Financials
You’re making a difference! Your generous donations helped kids reclaim the wonder 

and joy of childhood through relationships with animals and nature. 

Jan. 1 – Dec. 31, 2022

Revenue $757,000

Expenses $788,000

26%
individual gifts

55%
fundraisers and 

campaigns

19%
grants
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76%
programming

11%
fundraising

13%
general admin



Invest today to change a 
childhood tomorrow!

Companionship 
and Connection

•  Be a sponsor or attend Kentucky Derby Day
•  Fund equine, canine, or nature program
•  Support general operating expenses
•  Make an estate planning gift
•  Invest in a facility project
•  Participate in a corporate matching giving program

A gift to Storybook Farm isn’t just a donation. It is a chance to change a child’s life. 
Each gift ensures that families at Storybook Farm never pay a penny - ever.

Ways to give: Scan to give now:

“Storybook Farm has been a blessing to our whole family. 
For the first time, my son was around other kids who were 
like him. Having a child who faces adversity is lonely for 
the whole family, an invisible illness if you will. 

At Storybook Farm, it is amazing to watch him thrive 
and build confidence – and realize he is not the only one 
who deals with big emotions and struggles to fit in. It is 
also amazing for me to meet other parents who are going 
through similar things. I am not alone. I am so thankful for 
Storybook and the impact it has made on my son and my 
whole family. It’s an amazing organization and we are so 
blessed to have it in our area.”

- Katie and Gary Kingston, Henry’s parents
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Attend Derby!

KENTUCKY DERBY DAY
JOIN US FOR THE 15TH ANNUAL

300 Cusseta Road  |  Opelika, AL 36801
GATES OPEN AT 2 P.M.

Scan to purchase tickets 
or become a sponsor

SATURDAY, MAY 6, 2023

hopeonhorseback.org/derby



Join the Fairytale
When you love something, you 
show up for it. Get involved and 
do something of significance to 
change a childhood today!

334.444.5966 | hopeonhorseback.org  | 300 Cusseta Road, Opelika, AL 36801


